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Dear SV Members and Friends
of the German Shepherd,

With Christmas just a few days away, it is my great pleasure to be writing the editorial for the

December issue of our SV Magazine for the third time during my term as president.
It has been a turbulent year, with numerous crises around the world. During the Christmas season in
particular, many of us focus on our desire for peaceful coexistence. After such a stressful year, it's now

time to switch off and relax. I sincerely hope that you are able to enjoy this time of reflection with your

loved ones and, of course, your four-legged friends.

The end of the year also invites us to reflect on SV. I would like to provide you with a brief overview.
As usual, the detailed annual reports of all SV board members will follow at the beginning of next year,
in the run-up to the National Assembly.

We have achieved improvements in many areas. This is the case for the SV head office and the associa-
tion’s financial situation, for instance. After years of negative trends, we succeeded in turning things
around and ended 2024 not only by ‘breaking even’, but even with a surplus. According to current
forecasts, this could also be achieved for 2025. Some of you may recall that, historically, the annual
financial statements consistently reported six-figure deficits. If we had continued in this vein, our SV
would have disappeared from the scene within a short period of time.

Another reason for optimism is that we have had competent and reliable management for a year
now. This provides stability and security for both members and employees at the SV head office. Our
relationship with the VDH and the FCI has improved. The conflict between SV and WUSV, which
nearly resulted in a split, has now been resolved. These positive changes were only achieved through
enormous personal commitment, a review of the current situation and exploring new avenues. For
most SV members, myself included, this is a genuine cause for celebration.

I consider it normal for the high-ranking officials in our club to be exposed to public criticism.
They should meet this criticism with the necessary composure and resilience shown by our very own
German Shepherds. Ultimately, it’s the same thing wherever you go: the real ‘experts’ stand on the
sidelines.

The people who are important to me are those keep our club alive. I would like to thank them for their
tremendous commitment! Its to these very people that I devote all my strength and energy.

There’s no questions that there are things in our club that need improvement. These issues are on

the agenda and are being continuously addressed. However, let’s please stop publicly criticising and
speaking ill of SV and our German Shepherds. By doing so, we only weaken ourselves further and play
right into the hands of our opponents.

Have we forgotten how to be happy? For ourselves and/or for others? Perhaps you ask yourself this
question sometimes, too. We are inundated with negative news every day, to the extent that we have to
actively seek out the positive. Let’s not allow this to happen in our hobby, dear readers. We've taken the
decision to do something good for our four-legged friends and for ourselves. Let’s carry our commu-
nity spirit forward into the future, as this is so important when it comes to sticking together. I would
now like to conclude my brief review and thank you for reading thus far.

I wish you, and all the two- and four-legged friends who are important to you, a Merry Christmas and
a healthy, happy start to 2026.

Yours truly,
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Roswitha Dannenberg
SV/WUSV-Prisidentin o




