WUSV Universal World Championship: the Competition that Combines Form and Function — and
why we need to promote it more effectively

By: Shawn Brooks

The Weltunion der Vereine flr Deutsche Schaferhunde-Universal World Championship (WUSV-
Universal WC) is a unique competition within the WUSV that unites the three essential pillars of our
breed: performance (IGP-3), health, and anatomy. This competition evaluates not only a dog's
working ability but also its health and anatomical correctness. It is the ultimate showcase of the
German Shepherd's versatility — and yet, participation numbers have been strikingly low for years.

Looking at the Numbers: Plenty of Room for Growth

Since 2011, participation numbers have remained well below expectations. The highest number of
entries in the history of the WUSV-Universal WC was reached in 2016 in Germany and again in 2018
in Belgium, with 57 participants (combined males and females). By comparison, the lowest
participant numbers at the WUSV IP World Championship (IGP) during the same period was 108
starters —in 2011 in Ukraine and in 2013 in the USA — nearly double the highest figures for the WUSV-
Universal WC. Participation at the Bundessiegerzuchtschau/Weltchampionat is on an entirely
different scale, with well over 200 dogs in the working groups.
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Also, when looking at gender trends, the numbers show imbalance: female entries have increased
from only 8 in the early years to an average of 18, while male participation has slowly dropped from
an average of 27 to around 25. Overall, these figures are still far too low to reflect the importance of
this competition.

This raises the obvious question: Why is that?

WUSV-Universal WC — the common ground between two perspectives

By definition, the WUSV-Universal WC is a competition that bridges the worlds of working line and
show line German Shepherds. It evaluates not only temperament and working ability, as in IGP, but



also structure, character, and movement, as assessed in the conformation show ring. Finally, health
plays a central role: HD and ED evaluations are an integral part of the scoring.

In theory, this should make the WUSV-Universal WC the ultimate event for both groups. After all,
both working-line and show-line communities want the same thing: a resilient, versatile, healthy and
structurally correct dog.

Yet in reality, the title seems to be viewed by many as either "overly sport oriented (IGP)" or "not
relevant enough for serious IGP competitors."

Money or Principles? An Uncomfortable Question

Perhaps the problem is that we, as a community, haven’t clearly defined the value of the "complete
package." If dogs that excel in only one area — show or work — are easier to market than truly
versatile, all-around dogs, something is wrong.

The Universal concept should be at the heart of our breeding goals. A dog that is healthy, structurally
correct, and capable of performing at a high level in work or in sport represents not only what the SV
defines in its breeding regulations but also embodies the original vision of the German Shepherd.
"Form follows function — and function requires form."

How Can We Strengthen the WUSV-Universal WC?

Low participation is not just an organizational issue; it reflects our collective priorities. As a club of
breeders and handlers, we must elevate the WUSV-Universal WC to the prominence it deserves. This
can be achieved through a series of measures:

1. Communicate its Value More Clearly:

The WUSV-Universal WC must be recognized as one of the most prestigious titles in the SV/WUSV.
Currently, it ranks as the third most important title but lags so far behind the BSZ and WUSV
Championship that its relevance is undervalued. Stronger communication via club media, newsletters,
and social channels can boost its prestige and motivate participation.

2. Create Attractive Stand-Alone Conditions:

The WUSV-Universal WC should be positioned as an independent flagship event with its own identity.
This requires a compact and engaging schedule, professional presentation of dog and handler,
enhanced international media coverage, and strategic involvement of sponsors and specialized
exhibitors. With strong organization focused on participants and spectators, the WUSV-Universal WC
can establish itself as a “can’t miss” annual event.

3. Improve Media Coverage:

Livestreaming, highlight reels, and professional marketing are essential to increasing the event’s
visibility. This not only attracts a wider audience, but reinforces its prestige among breeders,
competitors, and potential owners.

4. Promote International Participation:

Targeted promotion in all WUSV member countries is key to boosting participation beyond Germany.
Clear qualification standards, transparent entry rules, and the measures outlined above (greater
prestige, stronger media coverage, and attractive conditions) will motivate international teams to
make the WUSV-Universal WC a priority.



A Title of Symbolic Importance

The WUSV-Universal WC is more than just a competition; it represents a commitment to the full
versatility of the German Shepherd. It signals that we value the dog as a complete package — healthy,
structurally correct, and capable of working at the highest level.

By promoting this event more strongly, we send a clear message: we aim to preserve the German
Shepherd as a balanced, high-performing, and healthy breed for generations to come.

And let’s be honest, who doesn’t want a dog that can do it all?
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WUSV-Universal WC at a Glance

First Competition: 2011
Evaluated: IGP-3 + HD/ED-Evaluation + Conformation Show
Goal: Healthy, Versatile, Anatomically Correct Dogs

Participant Numbers: Highest: 57 Competitors (2016/2018)
Average: approx. 43 Competitors/Year

Relevance: Only Event, that evaluates Work-Performance, Health, and
Anatomy
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Caption: "A perfect team: WUSV-Universal WC dogs must excel both on the field and in the ring."
- Splitimage of dog and owner in IGP and in the show ring

Caption: "Performance, health, and anatomy: The WUSV-Universal WC embodies the versatility of the
German Shepherd."
- Sieger Podium photograph



